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FATTICUAL INSTITUTY FOR RISEARCH IN NUCLEAR SCIENCE

GENERAL PURPOSES COMAITTEE

Hoveing and Hostel arrancements for the Butherford Laboratory

Note by the Secretary

1. Paper M.I, (58) 16 gave the state of discussion on housing,
~ hostels and canteens at the end of May 1953, The Board decided thet
a paper making specific recommendations on housing and hostels should
be prepared for considerztion by the General Purposes Committee.
Accordingly in the present paper, after bringing the information up
to date, specific recommendations are made,

ESTIMATED REQUIRNMENTS

2. It is nov almost certain that the large hydrogen bubble chamber
will be erected and tested at the Rutherford Laboratory, This will
bring a team of about 15 people to the laboratory from early 1960 to
mid-1961. It is thought that about 7 may recquire houses or flats,
and about 8 hostel places. After smoothing to avoid a quite
unwarranted impression of precision the figures would then become:-

Year Houges or Flats Hostel Places
1959 1 6
1960 8 20
1961 8 20
1962 8 20
1963 8 30

These figures are only rough forecasts of the average require-
ments. The actual reouirement at any time, particularly for hostel
places, is likely to fluctuate greatly, with a considerable peak in
the summer,

PARTICULAR RECUIICAINTS FCR HCUSLES OR FLATS

3. Cwing to the close co-operation with the A E.R.E., it is not
essential to provide specinlly Por the Institute the exact minber of
hounes or flats which they will recuire., It may be assumed that the
AL I, I, will temporarily use accommodation which the Institute has to
spare, and will do their best to provide for temporary additional
requirements of the Institute. Further, it is not essential to
provide all the types of house or flat required, since if any built
are of iypes useful also to the AL.R.E,, it may be assumed that
exchange of accommodation to swit individunl visitors will be possible.
4an atienpt shoula of course be nade to provide what is .most suitable,
and becruse of the relatively short stay normally expected, a block of
furnished flats seems the best, but pre-fabricated houses on the Chilton
aite have advantazes in cost and siting.

Lo The Institute needs to be able to alloeate houses for visitors to
move slraizht into on dates agreed before their arrival. This is

=1



contrary ho AJS.B.iie proctiee, and therelore ean only be done
by some specis 11 arrang «.nrm‘b vith the AJl.DL.E. or by acoviring

eit! xs
the

actunl ovmershin., It is considered most unlikely that Aroauury
approval could be nlrl'ﬁnr d for capital expenditvre on building
additional houges during the difficult period ending larch 1“60. It

might be juct posvlo'h- to purehase houses in the open market g

at the

very beginnin, of the finaneinl year 1960/61 in tine to neet our
requirements, but this course is not recomuended beeanse it would be

very uncertain and, at best, would provide the Institvte with
acattered loures of varied types vhich would be inconvenient

for its

mirposes and i1l swited to efficient management with freguently

changing tenunta,  Any arrvangesent under uhich the Institute

acepired

owmershin of hovges before ipril 1960 by transfer of already tmilt or
already anoroved houses From Alu.fi.2. would be difficult to justifly

at a time when A.0.0.Be 13 itselfl very short of houses.
h

It is nrovoged therefore:-—

a) Tor the 1659, 1960 and 1061 requirements, 4.5.R.5, should be
asiked to allocate un to 3 houses, as recuired, for tenancy on
Institute nonination with 3 months' warning before the tenant
avyived, bul without his waiting after arrival. It would be

expected that in many eases, furnishe] pre-fabricnted houses on

the Harwell gite would he t.\lf; nost suitable accomnodation.

b) The llew Yorks Group 4,k.R.0E, should be asked to prepare a scheme
for a block of 10 versatile flats to svit varying individual
sizes of fanily and designed for possible future exton.;mns, for
building in 1960, /61 on an A B E.E, hous sing site, for management

by A iR, on behalf of the Institute.

¢) As an altern:tive for comparison with b) a scheme shonld
prenzred for transferring 10 prefabricated houses to the

be
Institute

in 1960/61 and furnishing them. Again, management would be by
A.DWR,:'e On behalf of the Institute. In this scheme, the
relative advantages in respect of estimated remaining serviceable

1life, cost, suitability and siting should be studied.

d) A.iL0.3. should be asked to co-operaie in meeting the Institute
housing reqmirenents by exchanging individunal accommodation to
suit the needs of om"tir-ul r visitors by agreement when available,
by weing vacant Institute accommodation by agreement, and by
nmeeting excentional Institute needs for additional accommodztion

vhenever possible.

PARTICULAR. RECIVIRKMENTS PR HGSTUIS
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Some of the Institute visitors, particularly those in hostel

pluces, are expected to he working on shifts so that it is mo

st

desirable for the hostel accommodation to be either on the Harvell

site or in only one other place, to simplify transport. It

is also

considered to be an advontage 37 the Insbitule visitors can be accom-
modated tosether nnd not disversed in A B.R.E, hostels. Since the

reouirement, is still so unknown it would be an adventage to h
Tindted accommodztion at firet, with room for extension.

The following possibilities are opens—

n)  Owing to the eonstruetion of new hostel accommodition, the AN R0,

cxpeet, to have necownodation in hostels on the Harwell
noel the Institnte reanirements i.co neinly single-reom
This would not be in a reseived block all together (unle

ave

-

iite to

accomnodation,

sz the

Inctilnte could pay o heavy reservalion foe), and rooms would only

be availsable by aboub 3 weelks' nolice,
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b) A special hostel for about 30 people could be built on the Harwell
‘ site (but probably not adjacent to the Rutherford Laboratory for
health physics reasons) at a cost of the order of £30,000, As
it has not been budgeted for, the money could not be spent before
April 1960,
¢) Two A.B.R,E, hogtels in Abingdon, admittedly less economic than
a purpose built hostel but very pleasing and suitable, will
become available in 1959, and it is believed that A,E.R.E, would
be prepared to allocate either or both of them for Institute use
and to manage them. Brief details are as follows:-
Cogeners Houge Fellows Close
Location Abingdon Abingdon
Description Large rambling house with More compact with small
large riverside garden riverside garden
Accomnodation
a) At present,as ar-
ranged for junior
staff with an
average of 3 per
Toom 33 33
b) Estimated after re-
arrangement to suit
the Institute:-
In single rooms 7 6
In double rooms 16 12
Total 23 20
Extension possible? Yes to bring total accom=- No
modation to 40 (subgect to
planning permission
Present annual cosgt
iexcluding depreciat-
ion) £17,700 £6,900
Present charge £2,17.6.(5 in room) Similar to
(including meals) to Coseners
23,18.6.(single room)
Income £5,100 24,900
It is understood that if Fellows Close is not used by the
Institute, the AL ,R.E, may consider using it as temporary
hotel-like accommodation for families,.
8 It is proposed:-
a) That the early 1959 requirement be met by using the hostel
facilities on the Harwell site offered by A.5.T.C.
b) That AE,R.E, be requested not to dispose of Coseners House, but

to retain and manage it for the Institute from June 1959 (using
any spare plnces where possible for A,E.R.E. personnel by
agrecment with the Institute), If A,L.R.:, wished, ownership
could be transferred to the Institute,

That the accommodation at Coseners louse should be rearranged




a)

e)

mainly as single and double rooms with a few rooms used for a.
maximum of three people on oceasions, 3

That Tew Works Group A.W.R.E. shovuld be asked to prepare a
schene for the possible provision of additional sleeping accom-
nodation to incieage the total capacity of Coseners House to 40
places, and to investignte the question of planning approval,
That Coscners louse should continue to be managed on the present
basis i.e. with a rensonable charpe for accommodation (which
might be say £5 per week for a single room) and for an annual
deficit of the order of £4,000 to be accepted as an Institute
expense,

That the Mrture of Fellows Close should be discussed with A.E.R.E,
to see vhether it might be partly used by the Institute as
accommodation for senior visitors,

o



